LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBVDIRI

chapter) Vazhakunnam has written a sangeetanataka
Nilavenisvayamvaram by name, the details of which are not avail-
able.

NOVEL80

Vazhakunnam has written a novel dealing with his community
(only a part of which is published in the Unni Nambudiri maga-
zine), the details of which are not available.

As far as the bhakti literature in Malayalam is concerned, the
author of Ramacaritam, Niranam poets, Cherusseri, Campu writ-
ers and stotra composers, all have created a favourable climate
for the propagation of Vaishnavite bhakti cult in Kerala.81 Tuncat
Ezhuttacchan deserves a prominent place among the Indian bhakta
poets like Suradas, Tulasidas etc. Poets of later generations like
Purayannur Parameswaran Nambudiripad and Punnasseri
Sreedharan Nampi came up with Kilippatts in this line. Ramapurafh
Variar wrote the Kuchelavrittam Vanchippattu. The same spirit
of bhakti can be seen in the 20th century bhakta poets including
V.K. Govindan Nair, P. Kunniraman Nair, Ottur Unni
Nambudiripad and Tamarasseri Krishnan Bhattathiri (Murali).
Vazhakunnam on his part has written in addition to the works
mentioned, a number of devotional songs, the study of which is
attempted in a separate-chapter. Vazhakunnam will ever remain
in the hearts of the lovers of devotional literature.

80. Ibid.. p.3^

81. See M. Leelavati, Malayalattile bhakti pradhana kavitakal,
Bhaktapriya, Gumvayur Devaswom, Gumvayur, Book IV,
Vol. VI, June 1989.pp.l2ff.
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